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Festivals:

Bent Lenses, Canberra Australia November 2007

Manila Pride Film Festival, Philippines October 2007

Romanian Gay-Lesbian Festival, Opening Night. October 2007
Pride Film Festival, Perth Australia. October 2007

Pittsburgh Lesbian and Gay Film Festival, USA Oct. 2007

Q Film Festival, Jakarta & Bali Indonesia August 2007

Reel Out! Film Festival, Halifax Canada, July 2007

Ster Kinekor G&L Film Festival, Nationwide South Africa, September 2007
Fort Worth GLFF monthly screening, USA 25 July 2007

28th Durban International Film Festival, SA 20 June to 1 July 2007
TLVFEST, Tel Aviv June 2007

San Francisco International LGBT Film Festival, June 2007
NewFest, NYC May-June 2007

Inside Out Film Festival, Toronto May 2007

Melbourne Queer Film Festival, March 2007

QueerscreenOs Christmas Presentation, Sydney 2006

Mix Brasil Film Festival, Brazil, Nov. 2006

Image + Nation Film Festival, Montreal, Nov. 2006
Philadelphia International Gay and Lesbian Film Festival 2006
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Distribution:

North America: TLA Releasing, July 2007
UK: Peccadillo Pictures,"™uly, 2007
German speaking territories: GMFilms, August 2007
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¥ French speaking territories: BQHL, 2007

“...unflinching in his desire to show the complexities of both sexual desire and coming of
age.” Kelly McQuain, Afterelton

“The film is sexy and oddly amusing, with a rather abstract subplot that dishes out a
modern retelling of Great Expectations - if Miss Havisham was on crack.” DNA
Magazine, Australia

OE.a sexy, fun, irreverent ilmE®NA



OEdynamic direction, excellent soundtrack and beautiful photograptEdstival Mix
Brasil

Synopsis

TanLinesis the story of Midget Hollows- surfer,teenagerpartier,pervertELiving in an
off-beatcoastattown, MidgetOsurf grommetexistences turnedupside-dowrwhenhe
falls in love with anothermale surfer. An intenseand often surrealconflict ensues
betweerMidgetOsewfoundlove andthe machosurf cultureheinhabitsEand thatOsot
to mention his weird job at the McQuillan mansionE

Ed’s profile

After graduatingwith top honoursin Film Productionat the University of Westminster,
London, Ed has pursued a varied career in Film and Television.

Ed haslecturedin Screenwritingand Film Productionto undergraduatesvhere he
worked alongside acclaimed screenwriter Tony Grisoni.

Ed has also written screenplaydor televisionin the UK and has directeddrama,
documentary and commercials that have aired internationally.

Ed has written and directed over fifteen short films ranging in subject from experimental
to comedy. Ed’s short films Rubber Love (shot in New York City) and The Wait have
been aired in festivals internationally. His most recent short, Healing is currently on the
international festival circuit, having shown in Sydney, London, LA and New York
(among many others).

His non-narrativefilm Ast[oboyOEear of Gravity wasrecentlyshownat the exhibition
OBloodseveranceMagicOn Sydneyalongsiderenownedartist Mike Parrandrecently
won the Surry Hills Film Festival.

Tan Liness EdOs first feature film.

Conception

In asmallroom,in a Redfernterrace on the cheapesside of Sydney,| satdownon my
milk crateandbangedout a scriptentittedOTarlLinesOl wasa surferandl wasgay, but

far from attemptingto write a conceptmovie (the gay surf movie), | wasinterestedn
exploringthe mind of anirreverent,disconnectedyvertly sexualteenagerklfiguredthat



|Odbetterdo a film aboutteenagedsexualitywhile | wasstill in my twenties,thereby
avoidingthelabel of OoldoervertOyhichis invariably slungat middle-agedirectorssuch
as Larry Clark or Bertolucci.

But evenwith a coupleof featurescriptswritten, the ideaof actuallymaking a feature
film seemedar off. Fastforward threeyearsand| wasstill shootingshortfilms and
working casualjobs, whena conversatiorwith a flmmaking friend kicked everything
off. The conversatiorwent somethingike OWithtodayOsechnologyandthe balls, you
could shoota featurefilm for the sameamountof cashthat an expensiveshortwould
costEand you can sell a featureEand no-one watches short films anywayEO

So | started to produckan Linesand it almost killed meE
Casting

The seeminglyimpossibletask of castingthe main character Midget Hollows, lay in
finding an actor,who would convinceas a sixteenyear-old surfer/skaterhad a good
sense-of-humour and who would be comfortable performing gay sex scenes.

After nearlyayearof auditioningacrosshe countryin thetraditionalway (working with
agentsandcastingdirectors,putting out opencalls for actors)we hadnOfbund anyoneto
play theleadrole. Thosethatwerecomfortablewith thethemesof thefilm wereoftentoo
old to play a sixteen year-old or too overtly gay.

To clarify this last statementthe characteof Midget is Oirthe closet@ndif he showed
signsof obvioushomosexualityit would makethe secrecyabsurd.Anotherreasonthat

Midget neededo appeamheterosexualvasthatthe story is hingedon an explorationof

his own sexuality.Partof his confusionstemsfrom his own lack of innatehomosexual
characteristics (I understand that | am dealing in cultural stereotypes here).

So we switchedto gorilla tactics, hitting the streetsand approachinggroupsof young
skatersandsurfers.We would sendLorena(anincredibly hot chick) to chatto theseguys
and if they showed interest, only then would we let them know the film had gay themes.

And thatOsow we castour leadroles. We metJack(who wenton to play Midget), Jed
(Dan), Harry (Dickhead),Josh(Dogboy) and Daniel (Cass),approachedhem, did a
daylongworkshopwith them and castthe lot. Although mostof them had no acting
experiencetheir naturalexhibitionism,the dynamicbetweenthe friendsandthe fact they
could skateandsurf, wereteenagerandwere comfortablewith playing gay madethem
ideal candidates.

The otherpartswere castfrom actorsandfriends;like TheresgMiss McQuillan) who |
metin a gay barwhenshewasperformingin a karaokecompetition.Theresehasbeena
professionabkinger,dancerandice-skaterfor muchof herlife, but this wasthefirst time
shehadperformeddialogueand| think shestruggleshroughwith true courageandmore
than a touch of eccentricity.



Production

With only one week of full-time pre-productionthe whole shootwas a little chaotic,
whichis justtheway | like it. Decisionswere madespontaneouslandlife wasallowed
to squeezdts way into our fiction. We would be shootinga scenan a houseoneday and
productionmanagerMichael Stiederswould go out andtakesomepicturesof locations,
bring them back and weOd be shooting there the following day.

We shotin and aroundthe city of Sydney,in the suburbs,in Bondi (wherel, anda
number of the cast were living at the time) and along the Northern Beach suburbs.

With alack of funds,we couldnGafford to pay permitsto shootin public locations sowe
simply pitchedup and, with the small crew, attemptedto stay underthe radar. This
worked pretty well andwe shotthe exterior scenesvithout too muchhassle exceptfor
the weatherE

The only time we hada problemwasin the changingroom location. The locationwas
nextto a lifeguardstationandthey kicked us out on numerousoccasionsforcing me to
cut a coupleof scenesWe did sneakin again,however,and shotthe scenewhereMr
McKinzie getsbeatenup, naked,in the showerEl know that ChristianWillis, who plays
McKinzie, was glad that we werenOt disturbed on that oneE

For further informationwww.tanlinesthemovie.com



